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The content of this presenta/on
• Hyson Green as an ensemble of technological systems 

•  The deviant functionality of Hyson Green’s ensemble of technological 
systems before 1981 

 
•  The riots of 1981 and their disorderly impact on the ensemble of 

technological systems 

•  Transformative interventions in Hyson Green after 1981 

• Conceptual model of the cyclic interplay of normality and deviancy 



Hyson Green as 
a well-ordered 
ensemble of 

technological 
systems 



Explaining the 
theoretical approach of  
technological systems  
by isolating the Hyson 
Green Flats Complex  

from the ensemble 



Isolated technological system, its 
normative function and its single usage 

Type:	Large	housing	estate	erected	in	the	1960s		
	
Label:	Walks,	ramps,	numbers	for	flats		
	
Usage:	private	space	of	apartments	restricted	to	
living	use	and	open	public	spaces	limited	to	
circula3on	
	
Prohibi3on	of:	pet	keeping,	riding	of	bicycles	and	
motorcars	as	well	as	ball	games	
	
Disciplinary	groups	of	actors:	caretakers,	
policemen	&	tenants	themselves	



Decaying materiality of 
the Hyson Green Flats 
Complex before 1981 



The deviant 
functionality of 

Hyson Green Flats 
Complex before 

1981 



The area of accumulation of deviant 
behaviour before 1981



Composition of the clients from outside Hyson Green 
=  

Composition of the crowd in the riots of 1981 



The riots of 1981 and their 
disorderly impact on the 

ensemble of technological 
systems 

-  
Questioning actions of the crowd  

and  
expelling actions of the police  



The material dimension of the riots of 1981 



Classifica/on of transforma/ve interven/ons 
of the city council in Hyson Green a:er 1981

•  Temporary	interven3ons	:		
• Weekly	outdoor	market	
• Closing	&	Reopening	the	Cricket	Player	Pub	

• Constant	interven3ons	:	
• Demoli3on	of	Hyson	Green	Flats	Complex	(except	Pinnacle)	
• Opening	of	supermarket	with	spacious	parking	lot		
• Construc3on	of	tramway	system	



Temporary interventions in Hyson Green after 1981  



Constant 
interventions in 
Hyson Green 

after 1981 




Conceptual model of the cyclic interplay of 
normality and deviancy 



The benefits of the technological view on 
public space 

• Cities seen of a ensemble of technological systems with its 
authorised single usage permitted to expose public space as a part 
of constant process of social organisation.  

•  Localising the riots of 1981 within the ensemble of technological 
system, the actions of questioning through the crowd and of 
expelling through the police in the public spaces of Hyson Green’s 
technological ensemble revealed.  

•  The questioning actions of the crowd were based on a long term 
process of decaying materiality and deviant functionality of the 
ensemble of technological systems. 

•  The conceptual model allowed to interpret the transformative 
interventions of the local authorities after 1981 as a continuation of 
the actions of riot policing to restore normality in the public spaces.  
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Thanks	for	your	aWen3on!	

Your	ques3ons	are	welcome.	


